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the recent reopening of iraq s national museum attracted worldwide attention
underscoring the country s dual image as both the cradle of civilization and a
contemporary geopolitical battleground a sweeping account of the rich history that has
played out between these chronological poles from mesopotamia to iraq looks back
through 10 000 years of the region s deeply significant yet increasingly overshadowed
past hans j nissen and peter heine begin by explaining how ancient mesopotamian
inventions including urban society a system of writing and mathematical texts that
anticipated pythagoras profoundly influenced the course of human history these
towering innovations they go on to reveal have sometimes obscured the major role
mesopotamia continued to play on the world stage alexander the great for example
was fascinated by babylon and eventually died there seventh century muslim armies
made the region one of their first conquests outside the arabian peninsula and the
arab caliphs who ruled for centuries after the invasion built the magnificent city of
baghdad attracting legions of artists and scientists tracing the evolution of this vibrant
country into a contested part of the ottoman empire a twentieth century british colony
a republic ruled by saddam hussein and the democracy it has become nissen and
heine repair the fragmented image of iraq that has come to dominate our collective
imagination in hardly any other continuously inhabited part of the globe can we chart
such developments in politics economy and culture across so extended a period of



From Mesopotamia To Iraq A Concise History

time by doing just that the authors illuminate nothing less than the forces that have
made the world what it is today

a concise history of iraq the mosul experience volume vii

covering 6 000 years of history from the ancient mesopotamian civilizations to the fall
of saddam hussein and the current war in iraq a brief history of iraq is a
comprehensive look at the changing landscape of this interesting country

this book provides an in depth examination of china s diplomatic endeavors in the
middle east tracing the evolution of its approach since the founding of the people s
republic of china through a rigorous textual analysis of published literature from
chinese government sources as well as western research institutions and academia this
study reveals a significant thesis china has strategically employed a soft power
approach to reposition itself as a rising imperial power directly challenging the long
standing dominance of the united states in the middle east

first published in 1979 this college level introductory text ranges chronologically from
the beginnings of islam to the present extensive revisions reflect new scholarship and
the most recent events in the middle east including the aftermath of the gulf war and
issues surrounding the palestinian question annotation copyright by book news inc
portland or

basically a specialist on africa ohaegbulam introduces us foreign policy emphasizing
how policy making is accomplished in the complex domestic and external settings he
surveys the development and characteristic patterns stressing the central themes and
global experience especially since world war ii he finds that no grand strategy has
replaced the cold war framework and that a number of approaches are contending for
dominance annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

a highly critical but nonpartisan assessment of the controversial former defense
secretary as told by one of the leading experts on civil military relations focuses on
rumsfeld s notoriously domineering leadership style flawed vision for transforming the
military and failures in the iraq war

a scathing critique of president bush s legal advisors who expanded the reach of his
executive powers while creating highly controversial policies for fighting the war on
terror argues that these advisors blinded by ideology provided largely bad legal advice
that caused great harm and ultimately was unnecessary for national security

for this new edition louis fisher has updated his arguments to include critiques of the
clinton bush presidencies particularly the use of force act the iraq resolution of 2002
the preemption doctrine of the current u s administration the order authorizing
military tribunals

the destinies of iraq and america will be entwined for the foreseeable future due to u
s incursion the latest in a long history of violent outside interventions a country
located directly over the world s largest supply of crude oil iraq will continue to play
an essential role in global economics and in middle eastern politics for many decades
therefore it is vitally important that westerners have a clear understanding of this
volatile enigmatic land its turbulent past and possibilities for the future in
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understanding iraq noted middle east authority william r polk presents the dramatic
story of the land of two rivers in one concise volume this fascinating in depth study
presents a comprehensive history of the events that shaped modern iraq while offering
well reasoned judgments on what we can expect there in years to come william r polk
is the author of the u s and the arab world and the elusive peace he taught at
harvard and was professor of history at the university of chicago in 1961 he was a
member of the policy planning council of the state department polk was past president
of the adlai stevenson institute of international affairs he has written articles on iraq
and the middle east for foreign affairs the atlantic monthly the washington post the
chicago sun times and the new york review of books it is a well written and
important book with considerable relevance to the survival of western democracy said

aburish author of saddam hussein
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